Take Action This Friday in your local Center
Yes; humanitarian aid is needed in Gaza but ending the illegal embargo would eliminate the current humanitarian crisis.  THE GOAL MUST BE TO END THE GAZA EMBARGO.
MAS Freedom is solely focused on the issue of ending the embargo in Gaza and has initiated the following projects under our End the Embargo “Let Gaza Live” Campaign.
We are calling on all Muslims to dedicate this Friday Khutba to the issue of Gaza and the contribution of the American Muslim community.
Through our multi-religious and human right activists coalition, the MAS Let Gaza Live campaign is:
1. mobilizing a broad based interfaith coalition along with secular human right activist organizations as a united front towards ending the Gaza embargo.  Our coalition includes prominent religious leaders and activists and our ranks are growing.  This coalition’s purpose is to raise the voice of the American religious community and other people of conscience in advocating that our government calls for the ending of the embargo. Reach out to people of faith in your city and ask them to join this campaign.

2. Our work has contributed to securing 54 members of Congress who have called upon the President to use his office and influence to lift the Gaza embargo.  MAS Freedom and the coalition are targeting an additional 100 members of Congress to join the 54 members who have already called for the lifting of the embargo.  Email your representative in congress, asking them to support the initiative.

3. Involved in a massive postcard campaign to send to the White House and Congress calling for the ending of the embargo. Download and print postcard or contact MAS Freedom to send you hundreds of these cards to be mailed to the White House and Congress by all people of conscience in your city.

4. We have an online End the Embargo petition drive.  Click here to sign the petition.

5. MAS Freedom and the coalition are planning to purchase full page ads in major newspapers in which prominent international and national faith leaders and activists will list their names in support of lifting the embargo.
6. We will purchase thousands of yard signs to be placed in front of houses of worship that read END THE GAZA EMBARGO NOW!  LET GAZA LIVE!

7. MAS Freedom and the coalition will continue to provide  creative campaigns that will advocate and educate the American people on the necessity of ending the Gaza embargo

8. We are asking all Muslims to fast on Monday June 7th, in solidarity with Gaza.
9. We are asking for special prayer for the people of Gaza this Friday.
10. Take Action, contribute, and donate towards this cause today.
11. This Friday, make a collection after Jumma. Write checks to MAS (memo: Let Gaza Live Campaign).  Send donations to Muslim American Society: 10107 W 105th Street, Overland Park, KS 66212
Background
· The people of Gaza-some 1.5 million of them-continue to live under the most extreme economic blockade of the 21st Century, which was imposed on them by the State of Israel, with the collusion of Egypt.  Building supplies, water and electrical infrastructure materials, pharmaceuticals and health care items like wheelchairs, and even pasta, are included in the items prevented from transport into the territory.
· Under the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention, to which Israel is a signatory, it is explicitly forbidden by the occupying or controlling power in an occupied territory, to (1) apply collective punishment on a civilian population in retaliation for a military attack, and (2) take actions that jeopardize the health of a population of people under occupation.
· While Israel claims to have evacuated the territory of Gaza, they still maintain effective control over Gaza airspace, and access by land and sea to the territory.
· The interception by Israel of the Gaza humanitarian ships on May 31st, 2010, was done in international territory.
· Under the terms of the Law of the Sea and other international covenants, this act constitutes an act of piracy.
· The flotilla bound for Gaza was carrying non-lethal building and relief supplies.  No weapons were aboard the ships, and the vessels had been inspected by flotilla organizers before they left from their various ports of departure.
· Numerous international leaders, including the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Pope Benedict XVI, and many others, have characterized the human living conditions in Gaza as “deplorable”.
· On Tuesday, June 1, the European Union called for an end to the economic blockade of Gaza
· Nations around the world have condemned the May 31st attack and call for ending the embargo yet our government remains silent concerning this grave matter.  As taxpayers and citizens, this is not acceptable.
· A substantial majority of the people of Gaza live below established international poverty norms, and more than 70% of the population relies on international aid and food assistance for subsistence.
· The availability of clean drinking water and electricity in Gaza is precarious, due to the embargo of infrastructure repair equipment from entry into the country.

